8RI Lanka and India
agreed to explore further
avenues towards greater
cooperation in the food
‘brocessing and dairy sec-
tors, when Sri Lanka’s
High Commissioner to
India Milinda Moragoda
receng-*ﬁy met with
India’s Minister of Food

Processing Industries Shri.

Pashupati Kumar Paras in
New Delhi.

~ At the outset, Minister
Paras accorded a
warm welcome to High
Commissioner Moragoda
and said that he and his
government led by Prime
Minister Shri Narendra
. Modi are always ready to
help Sri Lanka in these dif-
ficult times.

While

than k’ln'ﬁg :

Sri Lanka seeks greater cooperation in food
processing and dairy sectors with India

th‘e Minister, High
Commissioner Moragoda
stressed the importance
oti:;stablishmg close link-

s between India and
Sri Lanka in various sec-
tors under the Minister’s
purview, in particular the
dairy industry. The High
Commissioner ohserved
that import of milk pow-
der from India including

‘through the existing credit

line would contribute to

in¢rease nutrition lev-
‘els among children in Sri
‘Lanka,

The Minister and the

H_Lg,h Commissioner
agreed that cooperation
could commence with
the dairy sector, and it
could later be expanded
into other sectors falling
under the supervision
of the Ministry of Food
Processing Industries.
High Commissioner
Moragoda said that the
ultimate objective of these
efforts would be greater
economic integration of
the two countries. _

With a view to look-
ing into the way forward

for cooperation in these

sec-t_ors, it was decided to
form a study group that
would comprise officials
from the Ministry of Food

Processing Industries and

the High Commission of
Sri Lanka as well as other
relevant stakeholders both
in India and Sri Lanka. It
was also decided to have
the first meeting of the
study group soon.
Minister Paras who hails
from the State of Bihar is
the incumbent President

~of the Rashtriya Lok
Janshakti Party, which is

part of the ruling National

Democratic Alliance led by
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi. He has been a mem-
ber of the Bihar Legislative
Assembly seven times
since 1977 and had served
thrice as a Minister in the
State. y

Secretary to the
Ministry of Food
Processing Industries
Smt. Anita Praveen, senior
officials of the Ministry
as well as senior diplo-
matic officers of the High

‘Commission of Sri Lanka

in New Delhi also attended
the meeting.



