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Katina Cheevar:
ceremony held

in New Delhi

The annual Katina
Cheevara ceremony of
the New Delhi Buddhist
Vihara was held on
October 22-23 under
the patronage of Sri
Lanka’s High Commis-
sioner to India Milinda
Moragoda. A Special
Sutta Chanting by the
Maha Sangha was held
as part of a two-day
long Katina Cheevara
Dana ceremony, led by
the Joint Secretary of
. the Mahabodhi Society
of India Ven. Rathmal-
wala Sumithananda
Thera, the Chief Incum-
bent of the New Delhi
Buddhist Vihara, Ven.
Yudaganawe Seelawansa
Thera and Administra-
tion Secretary of the Sri
Lanka Buddhist Pilgrim
Rest New Delhi, Ven.
Pallégama Vijitha
Thera.

Staff members of the
High Commission, a
large number of Sri
Lankan and other Bud-
dhists residing in the
city participated in the
Pinkama.

Katina refers to the
offering of the special
robe (Katina Chee-
vara) prepared and
presented to monks
who have completed
the three-month peri-
od of retreat called
Vas in Sinhala, and
Vassana in Pali, mean-
ing the period of rain.
The Katina Ceremony
is over 2560-years-old.

It is a2 monastic tra-
dition preserved and

observed by Buddhists

all over the world
because it is an
extraordinary oppor-
tunity to acquire
merit.

Sri Lanka's High Commissioner o India Milinda Mora-

goda participating in the annual Katina Cheevara cere-
mony at the New Delhi Buddhist Vihara.



